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As the TriMet slogan reads, “How
we get there matters.”
It does. We need transportation because
not everything can be in the same location. And, the more we use low-energy and
low-polluting transportation (like bicycles
and light rail) to meet our daily needs, the
healthier our environment and communities
will be.

Can we get there?
Although most Portlanders live within a
half-mile of a park or open space, not all
Portlanders have adequate access to Portland’s open space amenities because some
parks are unimproved, many major street
crossings are difficult and sidewalks are
scattered.
The scattered sidewalk network also makes
it hard for children and young people to
safely walk to school and for young people
and adults to walk to a transit stop for work
commutes.

Other ways to get there.
Internet access is a critical component of
21st century life. It provides easy access
to news and information, educational and
business opportunities, online shopping
and social networks. Increasingly, students
and workers need to access information at
home to complete assignments and hone
their skills. Local government agencies now
also share much information and provide
access to programs and resources via the
web.

Home Internet Access
As of 2007, about 72 percent of Oregon
individuals over the age of three were living
in households with internet access, placing
Oregon 13th out of the 50 states. The U.S.
Census Bureau collected data on household internet use for the first time in 2007,
so data to examine trends over time is not
available.
Source: 2007 American Community Survey: http://www.
census.gov/Press-Release/www/releases/archives/communication_industries/013849.html

mation. If you can access services online
instead of driving somewhere, you can save
time and money.
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Portlanders with reliable high-speed internet access are at an advantage because
they can easily and quickly access infor-
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Work Commute Mode Split
Many Portlanders choose to bike, walk
and take transit to work and to meet daily
needs, for health, financial, and environmental reasons. However, vast sections of
East and West Portland are still without
sidewalks, safe bike routes and the frequent
transit service needed to make it easier to
walk, bike and take transit.

Daily Vehicle Miles Traveled
per Person
Portland has made progress in slowing the
growth of private vehicle travel, compared
with other US cities. In 2006, U.S. residents
traveled an average of 23.4 miles per day
via car. In 2005, according to the Portland
Bureau of Transportation, Portland residents
traveled an average of 16 daily vehicle miles
per person per day (dVMT).

Source: 2009 Climate Action Plan.

2008 Portland Commute Mode Share

increase investments in sidewalks and
bikeways, even if it means less investment in other types of road projects?

investment in streetcars and other transit,
like buses and light rail?

Target: Reduce daily vehicle miles traveled
by 30%.

(for people who work outside the home)

Bike

4%

1 With limited resources, should the City

2 Where and how should the City expand
Status: In 2005, Portlanders averaged 16
daily vehicle miles traveled per person.

Walk

Consider...

8%

Source: FWHA.
http://www.metro-region.org/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=26796;
Portland Bureau of Transportation

3 What destinations are you most
comfortable walking to in your
neighborhood? Why?

Carpool

8%

Read more...
Portland Plan Background Reports
Infrastructure Condition and Capacity • Urban Form

Related Reports and Projects
Bike Master Plan • Streetcar System Plan • Infill Design Toolkit and Infill Design
Project Report • Design Central Portland • Central Portland Plan Urban Design
Assessment • Civic Planning, Development and Public Works, 1851-1965 • Parks
2020 Vision • Metro’s Making the Greatest Place

Transit (including park and ride)

Drive alone

15%

65%

Links to all listed reports and projects are provided at the end of this handbook.

2030 Target Portland Commute Mode Share
Additional Telecommuting

2.5%
Drive alone

25%

Bike

30%

25%

Walk

7.5%
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Transit (including park and ride)

