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I. Why Plan?

city is only as good as its last plan. And our last one brought to life some of the very
things we admire most about our city. It laid the groundwork for one of the best
transportation infrastructures in the county and enabled up to develop a vibrant
central city. That was 1980 and almost half of us weren’t even here then.
It is time for a new plan. Today we have many new challenges. Only 63 percent of our
students graduate on time. Forty-five percent of our electricity comes from burning coal. And
our unemployment rate tops 11 percent. The Portland Plan will be the roadmap for meeting our
challenges head on for the next 25 years. It will guide us through the process of prioritizing
our choices and deciding where we want to spend our public dollars. The Portland Plan must
include both long-term goals and immediate short-term actions to ensure that we’re moving in
the right direction.
This means we need to gather the facts and assess the challenges and opportunities facing
our community. We must examine the possibilities for the future and, together, decide what is
most important in developing a plan of action.
It also means that we must strive to be well-coordinated with other government and
community partners. Together, public agencies spend $9.7 billion a year on public services
within the city limits. We can, and we must, do a better job coordinating how that money is
spent and aligning our efforts toward shared community goals.
So get involved. Great things rarely happen by accident. This is your chance to help begin to
define our priorities, guide our investments and set the course for our future.
Please read this handbook, fill out the survey included in back or go online,
because more voices mean better choices.

II. Action Area

This section will help you und
erstand our city’s core challen
ges.
It provides a foundation for mak
ing decisions about the actions
we need to take to turn these
challenges into opportunities.

These pro
posed acti
on areas a
with whic
re e
h we can p
lan the futu lements
direction
re
of our city.

Prosperity, Business Success & Equity
Create jobs, support neighborhood prosperity
and promote economically, environmentally
and socially sustainable industries.
Education & Skill Development
Provide opportunities for Portlanders to
develop skills and knowledge needed for
satisfying lives and create a well-trained
and educated workforce.
Sustainability & the Natural Environment
Conserve natural resources and advance
Portland’s position as a leader in sustainable
environmental practices.
Human Health, Food & Public Safety
Offer opportunities for healthy living and
promote public safety.
Design, Planning & Public Spaces
Encourage quality urban design that respects
neighborhood character while stimulating
innovation.
Neighborhoods & Housing
Promote affordable and diverse housing
options in livable neighborhoods.

City of Portland | Metro | Multnomah County | Portland State University | Portland Public Schools

Transportation, Technology & Access
Provide sustainable transportation options
and ensure all Portlanders can access basic
needs and services.
Quality of Life & Civic Engagement
Continue Portland’s legacy of civic engagement
and active community life.
Arts, Culture & Innovation
Support the presence of arts and culture as a
part of everyday experience in Portland.

III. The Fine Print
Where Do We Go From Here?
For More Information
Background Report Reference Guide
Periodic Review

| Parkrose School District | Centennial School District | David Douglas School District | Reynolds
School District | Oregon Health & Science University | Portland Community College | TriMet |
Portland Development Commission | Housing Authority of Portland | East Multnomah Soil & Water
Conservation District | West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District |
Multnomah County Drainage District | Worksystems Inc.
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www.PDXPlan.com
Twitter: @PDXPlan, #PDXPlan
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDXPLAN
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