III.

The Fine
Print

Where do we
go from here?
2005-2007 – Created a shared vision:
More than 17,000 Portlanders from all walks
of life joined in a process called visionPDX.
Together, we created a vision for what values we want our city to embody in the year
2030:
• Equity and Access
• Environmental, Economic and
Social Sustainability
• Distinctive Communities and Connections
2007-2009 – Establish a baseline:
A strong grounding in facts is essential to
creating an effective plan and measuring
progress toward the vision. Between 2007
and 2009, staff completed a series of existing condition background reports. The data
show where we are succeeding and some
surprising short comings for the City.
Fall 2009-Winter 2010 – Chart a course –
Workshops Round 1: With a vision in place
and data to know where we stand, group
workshops and individual participation in
surveys and polls will guide us to make
choices, not pie-in-the-sky ideas, but concrete directions.
This is where your opinion on the nine
Action Areas is needed. Share information with your friends, neighbors and other
groups. Attend a workshop. Fill out a survey online. Join the conversation on Twitter.
Spring 2010 – Map the future Workshops
Round 2: With directions set and choices
made about what we want for Portland in
2035, it’s now time to decide where and
how we want these pieces to fit together
in an integrated fashion. Where should new
housing, streetcars and parks go? Where
will new jobs be located? What parts of
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Portland will stay much the same and which
parts could be new and different?
Again, attend a workshop. Weigh in on
some of the tough questions listed above.
Spring 2010 – Prioritize – Workshops
Round 3: By this point we’ll have made
choices and outlined where and how
these decisions can play out, but because we can’t afford to do everything
at once, it will be time to set priorities
for what we can actually pay for and
what will happen first.
Tell us your priorities. Give your
input on which items you think are
most important.
Summer 2010 – Preview the results: Portlanders will have opportunities to review complete sets of
alternatives of the new Portland Plan.
These include a citywide design diagram and maps showing where and
how we will change and the related
necessary investments. The Planning
Commission and City Council will hold
public hearings to invite your input.
Fall 2010 and beyond: In the future
Portlanders will use the Portland Plan
to guide the development and implementation of policy plans, projects
and other implementation tools. Key
implementation tools will include the
Comprehensive Plan and Central
City 2035.

Background

Reports

Want to learn more about your city? Go online and find the following background
reports, which contain a wealth of data to be used as a baseline for the Portland
Plan. All of the reports relate to at least one action area.
Urban Form

Infrastructure

What is the form of our city? Is there a park in your
neighborhood? Tall buildings or small houses? Or both?
Do you walk to school or work, ride a bike, or drive
through heavy traffic? Our lives change depending on
the form of our city, the physical environment created
by our homes, workplaces, schools, parks, and roads and
paths between them all.

Turn on a faucet, run along the river, drive down Broadway: We’re using the city’s infrastructure. We would
need to spend $136 million more per year over the next
10 years — an increase of 25-40 percent over what we
currently spend — just to properly maintain, replace and
comply with current legal regulations for our infrastructure.

Natural Resources

Energy

Portland wouldn’t be here today if not for the abundance
of waterways, woodlands, prairies, forests, and fertile soils
that have supported people (and fish and other animals)
for thousands of years. Even today, when we have covered so much of the earth with pavement and buildings,
we still depend on healthy natural resources to provide
important functions like cleaning our air and water.

We can’t escape needing energy, and the rising energy
prices we have been paying over the past decade have
a cascading effect in our daily lives. More than half of
the $1.6 billion per year we spend on energy goes to
transportation fuels. Since nearly all of that comes from
outside the state, the money we spend contributes little
to our local economy.

Watershed Health

Urban Forestry

Roads, neighborhoods and zoning designations are obvious ways in which Portland divides into areas and subareas. Our watersheds — the Willamette River, Columbia
Slough, and Johnson, Fanno and Tryon Creeks — are less
obvious, but perhaps even more essential to the organization of our city as a healthy, holistic system.

26 percent of our city is covered with trees. Those trees
aren’t just standing there looking pretty in our parks
and on our streets; they provide essential services to
our urban environment. Trees help manage stormwater,
filter air particles, reduce energy demand, absorb carbon
emissions.

Food Systems

Health & Safety

Where that tomato came from affects more than just
taste. Our food systems — how we produce what we eat
— effect climate change, the local and regional economies, fossil fuel resources, community health and the way
we build on our land.

How we build our city affects whether we have half a
chance of being healthy. Are there places for us to run
around and play safely, to walk and bike instead of drive?

Arts & Culture
Making art isn’t a get-rich-quick scheme, but artistic and
cultural endeavors provide the city with clear economic
benefit. Nonprofit arts and cultural organizations — big
or small, glitzy or grass roots — add up to a $318 million
industry in Portland metro area.

Economic Development
Economic development may be a bureaucratic-sounding
term, but what it really gets down to is very simple: jobs.
Do we have enough of them so that all of us can earn a
decent living? Being able to answer “yes” to that question is crucial to our being a thriving and sustainable city.
opportunities. The economic development background
research consists of these individual background reports:

•
•
•

Economic Development Background Report
Economic Opportunities Analysis
Evaluation of Economic Specialization

Go to the web for the full reports:
www.PDXPlan.com

Historic Resources
Historic buildings, landmarks and places tell the story
of who we were as a city and who we are now. They are
part of the many layers and lives that make Portland
unique. Of all the city’s buildings, more than one-third are
75 years old or older.

Public Schools
Schools are central to Portland’s vitality, serve as community center and are essential public infrastructure.

Housing
At one level, housing is utterly simple: Where do we sleep
at night? But it is also very complex, involving affordability, location, maintenance, quality, safety and proximity to
jobs, services, transportation choices and amenities. All
these factor into a housing equation that, for too many
Portlanders, doesn’t add up: housing that isn’t affordable or doesn’t provide them with basic needs for health
and opportunities. The background research on housing
consists of these background reports:

•
•
•
•

Housing Supply
Housing Affordability
Residential Unit Land Demand and Supply
Housing and Transportation Cost Study
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Periodic Review
In November 2007, the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD)
informed the City of Portland that its Comprehensive Plan is subject to Periodic Review. This
will be Portland’s second review. The first review ended in January 2000 and required the City
to examine its entire Comprehensive Plan and implementing measures — particularly the zone
map, zoning code, and land division code. Portland’s second review will be less extensive because the 2005 Oregon Legislature limited the scope of review to plans and codes related to
economic development, housing, infrastructure and public services, transportation, and urbanization.
Responding to the DLCD Periodic Review Notice, the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability
assessed the existing Comprehensive Plan and determined that despite many incremental
amendments, some plan and code components are still not up to date. As a result, the City
submitted a periodic review work program to DLCD in September 2008. The City will have
until October 2012 to complete this work program. As a prelude to Periodic Review the City
refreshed and reinvigorated its community involvement programs.

The 1980 Comprehensive Plan
Although required by the state, Portland’s 1980 Comprehensive Plan was decidedly local. It
was built on the strengths of a burgeoning neighborhood association movement and was
collaboratively developed by active citizen organizations, businesses and City Hall. The result
was a plan that elevated the importance of coordinating land use and transportation to create desirable, walkable and compact urban communities. The plan also recognized the need
to include neighborhood associations in the planning and development review processes and
the importance of maintaining and preserving Portland’s local industrial land base through the
creation of Industrial Sanctuaries.

Relationship to Metro’s Regional Framework Plan
The City’s plan must be consistent with Metro’s Regional Framework Plan, commonly called
Metro 2040. Metro is currently updating the Regional Framework Plan through their Making
the Greatest Place project. Other Metro projects to look into include discussions about urban
and rural reserves and the Regional Transportation Plan.

Relationship to Portland Plan
The Portland Plan will set a strategic framework for the City, its partners, businesses and residents. The City of Portland will implement the Portland Plan through a variety of projects, programs and initiatives, some known and some that will emerge through the planning process as
we move forward through the years. The Comprehensive Plan, which the City must complete
within the next three years, will be one of the plans used to carry out the strategy outlined in
the Portland Plan.
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The Department of Land Conservation and Development has the authority to compel a local jurisdiction to enter Periodic Review (Ore-

gon Revised Statutes 197.628 to 197.650 and Oregon Administrative Rules 660-25). Periodic Review is a substantial evaluation and revision
of a local Comprehensive Plan, the purpose of which is to ensure that a city’s Comprehensive Plan is up-to-date and responsive to local,
regional and state conditions, complies with the Statewide Planning Goals and provides necessary provisions for economic development,

Portland Plan 411 - Where to get more information
All Portland Plan information is and will continue to be available online www.PDXPLAN.com throughout
the planning process. Connect with us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/pdxplan and Twitter: @PDXPLAN, #PDXPlan

Portland Plan Background Reports
The Background Reports include research that will help Portlanders make informed decisions. They are
available on the Portland Plan web site. A background report summary page is included in this workbook.

Related Projects, Documents and Programs –The following are among the many projects, documents
and programs that include information that will help guide the development of the Portland Plan. Links
to each of these documents are provided on the Portland Plan web site.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Act for Art: A Creative Action Plan for the Portland Metropolitan Region - http://www.racc.org/
advocacy/41309-act-art
Bicycle Master Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/Transportation/index.cfm?a=71843&c=34812
Central Portland Plan Urban Design Assessment - http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.
cfm?c=44083
Our Voices, Our Schools 2008-09 Education Report to the Community - http://www.chalkboardproject.org/research-reports/reports.php
Regional Equity Atlas - http://www.equityatlas.org/
Comprehensive Plan Assessment – www.PDXPLAN.com
Cully-Concordia Community Assessment and Action Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=46474
Diversity and Civic Leadership Program - http://www.portlandonline.com/oni/index.cfm?c=45147&
East Portland Action Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=45448
Economic Development Strategy - http://pdxeconomicdevelopment.com
Health Impacts of Housing in Multnomah County - http://www.mchealth.org/
Home Again: 10-Year Plan to End Homelessness in Portland and Multnomah County - http://www.
portlandonline.com/BHCD/index.cfm?c=30140
Making the Greatest Place - http://www.oregonmetro.gov/index.cfm/go/by.web/id=231
Parks 2020 Vision - http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.cfm?c=40182
Parks System Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.cfm?c=50641&a=252441
Climate Action Plan – http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=41896
Portland Schools Foundation’s Ninth Grade Counts - http://www.thinkschools.org/
Portland Watershed Management Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/bes/index.cfm?c=38965
Public Involvement Best Practices Program - http://www.portlandonline.com/ONI/index.cfm?c=48289
The River Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=42540
River Renaissance Strategy - http://www.portlandonline.com/RIVER/
Service Efforts and Accomplishments, 2007-2008 - http://www.portlandonline.com/Auditor/Index.
cfm?c=26649
Streetcar System Concept Plan - http://www.portlandonline.com/Transportation/index.cfm?c=46134
Urban Forest Canopy Report - http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.cfm?c=38294
Voices from the Community: The visionPDX Input Report: http://www.visionpdx.com
Youth Planning Program - http://www.portlandonline.com/bps/index.cfm?c=50268

To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will reasonably
modify policies/procedures and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabilities.
Call (503) 823-7700 for such requests.

needed housing, transportation and urbanization or growth needs.
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Thank you to Betsy Ames for photos and to Kobalt Design for the graphic layout.
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In a city of 575,930

Who gives a rip
				what you think?
City of Portland | 1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100 | Portland, OR 97201

We Do.

A city is only as good as its last plan. And our last one brought to life some of the
very things we admire most about our city. It laid the groundwork for one of the best
transportation infrastructures in the country and enabled us to develop a vibrant central city. That was 1980.
And almost 50% of us weren’t even here then.

Time for a new plan. Today we face many new challenges. Only 63% of our students graduate on
time. 45% of our electricity comes from coal. Our unemployment rate tops 11%.And there’s the human toll –
a growing gap between the haves and have-nots. We want to share opportunities equitably among our city’s
increasingly diverse population. But rather than just present a plan for all to follow, we’d like to have a lively
discussion with you about it.

www.PDXPlan.com | Twitter: @PDXPlan, #PDXPlan | Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDXPlan

City of Portland | Metro | Multnomah County | Portland State University | Portland Public Schools
Parkrose School District | Centennial School District | David Douglas School District | Reynolds School District
Oregon Health & Science University | Portland Community College | TriMet | Portland Development Commission
Housing Authority of Portland | East Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District | West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District
Multnomah County Drainage District | Worksystems Inc.
The City of Portland will make reasonable accommodation for people with disabilities. Please notify us no fewer than five (5) business
days prior to the event by phone 503-823-7700, by the City’s TTY at 503-823-6868, or by the Oregon Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900.
Childcare available at the Mt. Scott (12/5) workshop: RSVP by 12/2 at 503-823-2041. *Interpretación simultánea en español disponible.
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