COORDINATING COMMITTEE TO END HOMELESSNESS
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES

(CCEH)

Date: April 16, 2008

Location: First United Methodist Church

Recorded by: Dove Hotz

Time: 3 pm to 5 pm

Facilitated by: Sally Erickson

Reviewed By: Steering Committee

Present: Kari Brenk, Tiffany Kingery, Caitlin Campbell, Naomi Harris, Liv Jenssen, Clover Mow, Ian Finch, Renee Anderson, Tabitha Dowdy, Patty Doyle,
Fay Schuler, Rachel Devlin, Kevin Donegan, Kreeg Peeples, Caren Baumgart, Marc Jolin, E.V. Armitage, Brandi Tuck, Erika Silver, Renata Wilson, Martin
Landsverk, Keith Sheff, Lynne Walker
TOPIC

Introductions &
announcements

DISCUSSION

ACTION/
DECISION

FOLLOWUP/PLAN

Sally reminded everyone to submit a nomination for the 1st Annual CCEH
Awards. She also announced that Heather Lyons, Portland’s Homeless Program
Manager for the last 7 years, has accepted a position with the Corporation for
Supportive Housing and is leaving her position.
Portland was awarded a record 70 HUD-VASH vouchers! They’ll serve homeless
veterans with disabilities and this award more than triples our current number.
Oregon Coalition on Homelessness & Housing annual conference will take place in
Hood River April 30-May 2.

March minutes

Approved

Coalition for Homeless
Families (Ian Finch and
‘Zine project)

Ian Finch described the ‘Zine Project, the result of a United Way community-building
grant to the Coalition for Homeless Families (via Portland Impact). He introduced two
program participants, Renee and Tabitha. Both experienced domestic violence, have
children, and faced many barriers to leaving homelessness. The ‘zine allows currently
or formerly homeless parents & children to put their experiences into words. Homeless
families are less visible; they often hide because parents want to protect their kids. Ian
asked everyone to distribute their copies of the ‘zine and encouraged participants to
attend their jurisdiction’s budget hearings to advocate for homeless programs. This is
the ‘Zine Project’s first effort to kick off their advocacy efforts.

Youth System Redesign
Caitlin Campbell,
Multnomah County
Department of Human
Services

Caitlin Campbell presented recent youth system changes. They want to bring more
accountability and flexibility to the procurement process. Their focus is on
bringing services to the youth and connecting them to their communities. Recent
research on brain development supports providing services to young people into
their 20s.

P.R. Plan?

The current city budget will continue the 10-Year Plan focus with the existing
Commissioners, but CCEH may want to be ready to educate new Commissioners

Contact Ian
(ifinch@portlandimp
act.org) if you would
like more copies of
the ‘zines or ‘Zine
Project speakers at an
event.

Send more ideas to
Sally! Steering

TOPIC

Oregon’s Medicaid
Infrastructure Grant :
Clover Mow,
Worksystems, Inc.

DISCUSSION
and the general public. Participants provided many suggestions:
 Keep messages simple, use work from the Affordable Housing Alliance. Don’t
use a lot of jargon; use people’s personal stories.
 Try getting airtime on KBOO.
 Can we work together to bring new resources into the system? Focus on eviction
prevention; just a few hundred dollars sometimes can make a huge difference to
an individual household. Let’s look to the non-governmental parts of the
community, including the faith community.
 Have a City “latte tax” for a week or two; the proceeds could go towards
eviction prevention and we could provide messages for cups.
 We need a champion from the business community.
 Ask the county library to pick their monthly book on homelessness and plan a
campaign around it. Libraries also have a ‘zine program.
 Tap into existing groups in the community and ask them to distribute copies of
the ‘zine. Create a traveling panel to present to churches and businesses.
 YouTube video?
 Craigslist marketing?
 Work through high schools and community service programs.
Clover Mow distributed materials on the MIG and asked what types of activities
and systems we needed? Homeless men have barriers to employment. They were
trying to provide employment assistance to people with disabilities. Returning
veterans will face barriers to employment, especially those with disabilities and
brain injuries. Oregon vocational rehab website has tons of information.

ID Issues

Marc Jolin stated that May 2 is the deadline for comments on the new identification
documentation requirements. He will send information on how to comment. The
burden will be on the individual to prove the validity of their social security number.
We were able to get the rules to be a little more flexible. Please comment on the need
for agency personnel to be able to use their discretion. Also, there needs to be an
appeal or reconsideration process. There is some provision for temporary IDs. More
agencies need to be able to issue identity documents. Advocate that we want to rely
on the DMV photo. The costs for obtaining IDs will increase.

Next meeting

Wednesday, May 21, 2008

ACTION/
DECISION

FOLLOWUP/PLAN
Committee will
review and make
recommendations on
a few to pursue.

Contact Clover with
comments on how to
coordinate this
advocacy.
Send comments on
the proposed changes
by May 2nd. Share
stories about people
who won’t be able to
meet requirements. If
you don’t have a
passport now, go get
one!

