


Why are we focusing on

Oaks Bottom, the Willamette Bluffs,
Powell Butte and Forest Park?

The City of Portland Fire & Rescue, with the assistance
of the Oregon Department of Forestry, identified and
mapped each of these parks as significant fire- prone
areas because of their buildup of flammable materials
and their proximity to neighborhoods and commercial
areas. Since 1940, over 3,600 acres have burned in
Forest Park, Powell Butte, and along the Willamette
Escarpment. Today, over 8,000 homes and businesses
worth more than $2.5 billion lie within the fire-prone area.

How will the project be managed?

It will take collaboration among city agencies, technical
experts, neighbors, adjacent landowners, park visitors
and the general community to make this project suc-
cessful. A leadership team made up of Directors of the
Office of Emergency Management, Portland Parks &

Forest Park
Forest Park is one of the largest urban
natural areas within the city limits of a major
metropolitan area. It connects Portland to the
forested Pacific Coast Range.

Oaks Bottom
(Along the Willamette Escarpment)
On the east bank of the river, the Willamette
Escarpment is a unique geologic artifact of
the great Columbia River floods of 15 million
years ago and currently provides the only
oak habitat within Portland•s city limits.

Powell Butte Meadow
To the east, Powell Butte, an extinct volcano,
rises near the headwaters of Johnson Creek -
an urban creek with remnant populations
of native salmon and steelhead.

The 1951 West Hills fire burned 2,400 acres in Forest Park.

In 2001, an uncontrolled
wildfire burned 43 acres

on Willamette Bluff

Before the fire, high fuel loads from black-
berries, Scot•s broom and other invasive
weeds dominate the slope.

A spark from a passing train set the
Willamette Bluff hillside ablaze, burning
most vegetation.

The following spring, native grasses
blew in the breeze - the result of an
extensive restoration project that
included erosion control, grass seeding
and invasive weed removal.
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Recreation, Portland Fire & Rescue and
Environmental Services is overseeing this three-
year effort.

A management team from the bureaus of
Fire, Parks and Environmental Services is
coordinating the project. They have engaged a
knowledgeable team of experts in sustainable
ecosystem management, led by Trout Mountain
Forestry, to provide professional and
technical expertise.

A technical advisory committee is providing
additional expertise in areas of wildlife biology,
fire ecology, forestry, fire fighting, controlled
burning and community preparedness.

Last year the City convened a citizen advisory
committee for the Willamette Escarpment who
worked with staff and technical experts to
review the wildfire risk reduction plan already
in place for Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge and
Willamette Bluffs Natural Areas. Last fall and
winter, citizens helped guide development of the
wildfire risk reduction plan for Powell Butte
Nature Park.

Similarly, a citizen advisory committee will
begin work this autumn assisting staff and con-
sultants in developing a wildfire risk reduction
plan for Forest Park. The Forest Park Citizen
Advisory Committee includes representatives
from adjacent neighborhoods and businesses,
the Forest Park Conservancy, Audubon Society
of Portland, SOLV, and neighborhood emergency
response teams. continued to page 4


