
Innovative Wet Weather
Demonstration Projects

T
he Innovative Wet Weather Program

promotes stormwater management

projects that contribute to healthy

Portland watersheds. Between 2002

and 2005, the U.S. Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) granted the city $2.6 million.

The money funded over 25 innovative public

and private projects throughout the city that

demonstrate sustainable, low-impact

stormwater management solutions.
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The City of
Portland’s

Innovative Wet
Weather Program

supports good
examples of 
sustainable
stormwater 

management.
Projects emphasize

stormwater 
management as

close to the source
as possible, using

vegetation to slow,
retain and filter

stormwater.

The city’s
Sustainable
Stormwater

Program promotes
and studies 

swales, ecoroofs,
landscaped

planters, green
streets and other

stormwater 
management

techniques that
mimic nature 
and integrate

stormwater into
the urban 

environment.
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Project Descriptions
The projects demonstrate innovative
ways to manage stormwater in an urban
environment, keep stormwater out of
the combined sewer system, mimic natu-
ral systems instead of installing new
pipes, and using plants and soil to filter
pollutants from stormwater runoff.
Projects include green streets and park-
ing lots, and downspout disconnections
that direct roof drainage to swales,
stormwater planters and ecoroofs.

Green Streets and
Parking Lots
Westmoreland Pervious Pavers
This is Portland’s first application of 
pervious paving
blocks on a public, 
residential street.
The Westmoreland
project will help
evaluate the costs
of building pervious
streets and their 
performance 
over time.

North Gay Avenue Pervious Pavement
Pervious pavement materials on this
north Portland street infiltrate stormwa-
ter from four blocks of public right of
way. The runoff would normally drain
into Portland’s combined sewer system.
The city is testing both pervious concrete
and pervious asphalt in two combina-
tions; curb-to-curb and in parking lane
along the curb only. This is a pilot project
to learn how well the two materials han-
dle stormwater, hold up as a street sur-
face, and how cost effective they are.

SE Division
New Seasons
The interconnected
stormwater swales
that ring New
Seasons Market
receive stormwater
runoff from the
building’s rooftop,
outdoor plaza and
parking lot. Three
stormwater planters
between the side-
walk and the street
curb slow and filter
runoff from Division
Street. The city, property owner and the
local neighborhood worked together on
this project in a successful public/private
partnership.

Swales and
Stormwater Planters
Mississippi Commons Project
This mixed-use rede-
velopment project
directs stormwater
from over 20,000
square feet of roof
area to a courtyard
stormwater infiltra-
tion planter. The
planter is designed
as an architectural
feature for this
building’s public
space. The planter
removes an average
of 500,000 gallons
of stormwater annually from the 
combined sewer system.

Portland Public Schools
Ten schools in the Portland and David
Douglas school districts installed
planters, swales or rain gardens to man-
age stormwater from roofs and parking
lots. The projects represent a successful
collaboration between the city, the
school districts, nonprofit organizations
and community volunteers.

Ecoroofs 
Metro Headquarters
This project converted 2500 square feet
of the 3rd floor rooftop from a ballast-
ed roofing system to a vegetated
rooftop. The Metro building is in a 
combined sewer area with a history of
basement flooding, and is just blocks
away from the Willamette River. The
ecoroof alleviates basement flooding 
by reducing stormwater volume in the
sewer system, improves water quality,
reduces the building’s energy costs,
cools air temperatures and provides
wildlife habitat. 

Monitoring  
The city monitors Innovative Wet
Weather demonstration projects for
performance and durability, and tests
soils to track the accumulation of
stormwater pollutants in the facilities. 

Education  
Education and outreach is incorporated
into each Innovative Wet Weather proj-
ect. Permanent interpretive signs at
project sites provide information on the
sustainable stormwater management
techniques used. The city will compile
reports for each project outlining moni-
toring results, techniques and materials
used, project costs and lessons learned. 

NEW STORMWATER PLANTERS

GREEN STREET PLANTERS

For more information
Contact Alice Meyers at 503-823-7914 or
alicem@bes.ci.portland.or.us.
www.portlandonline.com/bes
/index.cfm?&c=35941
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