


POWELL BUTTE NATURE PARK

2

TEAM

November 12, 2009

CH2M Hill  -  Nevue Ngan  -  Esther Lev  -  Pacifi c Habitat Services  -  Sea Reach 

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Scheme A

Scheme B

Scheme C

Precedents

FLOOR PLANSITE PLAN MASSING

FLOOR PLANSITE PLAN MASSING

FLOOR PLANSITE PLAN MASSING



























































Simple Form• 

Compact Layout• 

Compact Plumbing• 

Open Views to the Butte and Mount Hood• 

Strong Connection to Outdoor Teaching Area• 

Farm Aesthetic • 

More Complex Roof Line• 

Weather-protected Restrooms• 

Open Views to the Butte and Mount Hood• 

Strong Connection to Outdoor Teaching Area• 

Simple Form• 

Compact Plumbing• 

Inside/Outside Display Boards• 

Open Views to the Butte and Mount Hood• 

Strong Connection to Outdoor Teaching Area• 
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PARK CENTER BUILDINGS

HISTORICAL MODERN

Maintenance Facil i ty

  One of the conditions of the Conditional Use Master Plan is that 
the Caretaker’s residence should be of a “farm style wood construction”. 
This selection is to emphasize the need of the architectural choices to 
be harmonious with the natural surroundings and cultural heritage of 
the site. The farm house style can, however, be interpreted in differ-
ent ways. At one end of the range of possible design solutions is a farm 
house design that is an exact copy of a traditional farm house. This in-
terpretation tends to mimic the design of previous years but does not 
take into consideration the society of today, including modern construc-
tion methods, living habits and technological advances. On the other 
end of this palette of design possibilities is an ultra-modern design that 
breaks the farm house style down to its basic elements and provides 
a contemporary re-interpretation of what the style means today. There 
are, of course, many different variations between those two extremes 
and the right choice is subjective and therefore different from one per-
son to another. 

  The pictures at the bottom displays this range of architectural 
possibilities. Feel free to mark on the line below the images where you 
believe the architectural style of the caretaker’s house should be.

Precedents

Precedents

Caretaker ’s House

  The maintenance building is designated to be a 5,000 square-
foot structure within a yard that will house most of the equipment nec-
essary to support and care for the Powell Butte Nature Park and water 
reservoirs. It will have space for the water bureau to store maintenance 
equipment for the water tanks, a service truck, tools and other supply 
equipment. It will also house some on-site items for Park and Recre-
ation, basic grounds necessities and tools for the caretaker, a volunteer 
area, and even a small office. To take advantage of the size and loca-
tion of the building, the proposed design shown is drawing upon a barn 
style typology to strengthen the relationship with the park center struc-
tures and emphasizing further a traditional “farm cluster” of buildings.
This approach opens the possibility for the architecture of the mainte-
nance building to participate and enhance the park center experience 
rather than screening it from view. Instead, glimpses of the “barn” may 
be seen through an orchard or through a small clearing in the meadow 
as shown in the images to the right.  

  The form of the barn structure is typically defined by the roof 
style and barn profile. Shown below are some of the most typical barn 
typologies found in this region.

View towards Maintenance 
Building through the orchard

View towards Maintenance 
Building without orchard

View towards Maintenance Building 
with landscape screening
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