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SUBJECT: Renaming a City Streer

-^-^_ I"il":e 
asked us to provide clarification regarding the City Code requirements torename a ulty street.

L'

Ouestion No. l: Who may apply to the City to rename a street?

-^^ _ 4r.Lsry+ Any individual or brganization may apply to rename a street.
PCC 17.93.010 A

. ouestion No. 2: May a single petition signed by the same 2,500 persons request morettran one sheet as options for the reriaming? 
-

Answer: Yes. There is nothing in the city code wh.ich prohibits the petition fromincluding more than a single street for the renaming.

ouestion No. 3: Must the street to be renamed start and end within the city boundaries?

*9*+ Y"I 
ft" 

9ity.9:uncit contribute firnds to cover the applicant,s cost ofprinting and mailing postcards and public notices, as a"r..iiJi" pci-iil3.5fi;lt

TDD (For Hearirig €' Speech lmpaired') (503) 823_6868

Answer: yes. pcc 17 .23'20 requires that the sheet proposed for renaming must startand terminate entirely within the city boundaries. This means trtu, rt 
""tr 

it ut 
"rt"iiJi.y""a 

,rr"Portland city limits, for exampile, Bumside or Glisan cannot be renamed.
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Answer: Yes. There is nothing in the City Code that prohibits the Council from
contiibuting to an applicant's costs. However, if the councilihooses to contribute to an
applicant's costs, it should be by a separate Ordinance.

Ouestion No. 5: May the Historian Panel which will review and make a recommendation
regarding the appropriateness of the proposed renaming be formed prior to the applicant' submitting the petition for the renaming of the street?

Answer: Yes. There is nothing in the Code that prohibits the formation of the Historian
Panel prior to the applicant submitting the petition for the renaming ofthe street.

. Ouestion No. 6: Who serves on the Historian Panel?

Answer: PCC 17.93.040 A. delegates to the Commissioner in Charge qf the Office of
Transporfation the authority to appoint the Historian Panel. The panel is made up ofthree
historians or persons with,the appropriate expertise as determined by the commissioner in
Charge ofthe Office of Transportation.

What does it mean to be a,.resident', of the City of portland?

Answel: The street renaming code dbes not define the temr "resident." Generally, the
tena "iesident" means those who live within the city limits of the city of portland. ln many
legal contexts, there is an element bf intention to remain considered {o be part of the definition of
"resident." For example, webster's Third New Intemational Dictionary difines .,residenf' as
one "dvelling or having an abode for a continried length of time." Generally, residents are
people who live here and intend to make the city of portland their home, as contrasted with
people who are here temporarily, such as vacationers.

Ouestion No. 8: Is a street renaming subject to referendum or initiative?

Answer: It depends. Ifthe City Council renames the street following the process already
established by Portland City Code 17.93.010 et. seq., that action is considered "ad-inirtrutiu""
as opposed to "legislative" and not subject to the initiative or referendum process. Foster'y.
Clark309 Or 464,473-474790P.2d 1 (1990).

MRM:cw

H


