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April 27th, 2010

Re:  Code Refinement Changes for Recreational Fields

Dear colleagues,

I appreciate all the work that has been done over several years in the Schools and Fields Refinement project.  

I believe however that there are significant problems that still need to be addressed.  I understand that there is a desire to create a process that addresses public input from neighbors but does not require a formalized land use procedure and process.  However the formal process has many advantages that this does not.   The current process insures a defined timeframe for a decision.  It provides for proper impartial review of uses that are intensifying.  It provides for due process for aggrieved parties, associations and organizations involved in the decision.  

1.  Changes to a site which add a field or increase the size of a field or use greater than 10% are now Type II or III Conditional Use land use reviews.  Many of these changes will under this proposal, go to the alternative process with no public hearing and no due process.  That is a huge change that makes decisions without the benefit of an independent decision-maker or the ability by citizens to appeal a decision.  This removes rights now afforded neighbors to these uses.  

2.  The timelines for Public Input in proposed Title 20 and the standards in the proposed PP&R policy are confusing, and some are not feasible for Neighborhood Associations to meet.  

Though none of these timelines are legally binding one way or another the rules state that notice of proposal will be sent to neighbors within 400' of  the site  and to Neighborhood Associations within 1000'  (Note - NA notice is required in the code but not in the proposed PP&R policy)  The following timelines are stipulated:

· 21 days from date of notice for neighbors' comments

· 21 days from receiving comment for PP&R to respond

· 45 days from PP&R response for NA (not individual neighbors) to request a public meeting

· 30 days from request, meeting held - this will not give enough time for notice in monthly newsletters

· 10 days later, NA must request GNA - this will require calling a Special Meeting of the NA without time to give notice via the newsletter

3.  The process for the alternative input process in Title 20 is unclear and in some respects contradictory.  On the attached pages I suggest changes where possible.  
Thank you for your consideration of these questions and proposed amendments, questions and concerns.

Amanda Fritz

Commissioner, City of Portland
[image: image1.png]