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Environmental
Services disbursed
$50,895 in
Stewardship
Grants during the
2005-2006 fiscal
year. Matching
funds from the
community
totaled over
$187,000.

2,169 volunteers
contributed 8,732
volunteer hours
to plant 5,286
native plants and
to improve
176,834 square
feet of upland
and riparian
areas.

Community Watershed
Stewardship Program

he Community Watershed Stewardship Program (CWSP) supports

community groups and citizens who want to improve the health of
Portland watersheds. The program is a partnership between Portland’s
Environmental Services (BES), Portland State University, and the
Northwest Service Academy AmeriCorps. The Community Watershed
Stewardship Program provides opportunities for Portland community
groups and citizens to be involved in watershed issues by:
* promoting community-initiated projects that improve

watershed health;

¢ fostering partnerships between individuals, groups, business,
government agencies and educational
institutions; and

¢ providing technical, financial, and training support
to volunteers.

Community Watershed Stewardship Grants

CWSP grants encourage community groups and citizens to get
involved in watershed improvement projects and leverage community
resources to expand stewardship efforts. Grant funds can be used for
native plants, supplies, equipment, room rentals, transportation, and
technical assistance towards any community-based watershed project
in the City of Portland.

In 2005-2006, the Community Watershed Stewardship Program dis-
bursed $50,895 to 14 projects. These funds were matched by over
$187,000 in community support through donations of services, materi-
als and volunteer time. Over 2,000 people donated more than 8,700
volunteer hours and planted nearly 5,300 native plants and trees.
Volunteers also restored over 175,000 square feet of riparian and
upland habitat and enhanced 580 linear feet of streams.

Beginning this year, CWSP started tracking data on sustainable
stormwater projects such as ecoroofs and bioswales. This year’s pro-
jects redirected stormwater from nearly 60,000 square feet of impervi-
ous surface area to ecoroofs, bioswales and other sustainable stormwa-
ter infiltration systems and 27 downspouts were disconnected from
schools, churches and businesses.
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Site
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Project Name

Albert Kelly Park Restoration

Buckman Elementary School Hydromaze

Fernwood Native Garden Bioswale

JEAN's Urban Forest Farm Native Plant Nature Trail
Lents Springwater Habitat Restoration Project
Oaks Crossing Wetland Research and Rehabilitation
PCC- Upper Red Rock Creek Park

Prescott School Garden

Reynolds - After School Environmentalists

St. Andrew’'s Watershed Stewardship Project
Stephens Creek Nature Park Project

Trillium Trail Native Plant Project

Fox Chase Rainwater Harvesting Project

Butler Stormwater Management Project

Grand Total

Amount
$4,599
$3,249
$3,500
$3,000
$4,698
$4,000
$4,000
$2,750
$2,075
$5,000
$2,800
$5,000
$3,724
$2,500

$50,895

To view a complete CWSP project site map visit: www.portlandonline.com/bes/stewardship
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2005 - 2006




Grant |
Summaries

Butler Stormwater Management Project

Project Site: 2123 SE Division
Watershed: Willamette River
CWSP funding: $ 2,500
Matching funding: $ 17,700
People involved: 21
Volunteer hours: 402

Adult: 12

Professional: 390
Workshops/events: 2
Number of outreach materials: 4
Sq. ft. treated by ecoroof or stormwater feature: 5,160

Downspouts Disconnected: 3

Butler Promotions, a private business in southeast Portland, engaged
and educated the Division Street community through the design and
construction of a combination infiltration and flow-through planter to
treat stormwater from the building’s roof and parking lot. The project
site is located at the

tamous 7 Corners inter-

section at SE 21st and

SE Division. CWSP

funds helped pay for

project materials and

educational signage.



Buckman Elementary School Hydromaze

Project Site: SE 18th and Pine
Watershed: Willamette River
CWSP funding: $ 3,249

Instructor Tim Hahn and students at Buckman Middle School designed and created a
portable kinetic sculpture (called a Hydromaze) that engages and educates Buckman

students and the community about natural resources and
hydrology. Students also participated in a visioning
process for a proposed stormwater feature on the covered
play area on the school’s grounds using the Hydromaze
concept as a starting point. Student ideas and artwork
included diverting the stormwater through a series of
chutes and watermills into rain barrels to sustain the
school and community gardens.

Albert Kelly Park Restoration
Project Site: Albert Kelly Park
Watershed: Fanno Creek

CWSP funding: $ 4,599
Matching funding: $ 25,571
People involved: 98

Volunteer hours: 1,119
Student: 70
Adult: 405
Professional: 644
Workshops/events: 3
Number of outreach materials: 15
Number of media features: 6
Natives planted: 924
Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 70,000
Linear ft. of stream enhanced: 200

Greg Schifsky and Steve Mullinax of the Bridlemile Creek Stewards continued their
third year of a three-phase restoration effort at Albert Kelly Park in Southwest Portland.
The project involved the removal of invasive plants and planting of native species
along a tributary of Fanno Creek. The native plantings will benefit water quality and
provide habitat. Funding also supplied temporary fencing that will protect plantings
for three to four years.



Fernwood Native Garden Bioswale

Project Site: 1915 NE 33rd Avenue
Watershed: Willamette River
CWSP funding: $ 3,500
Matching funding: $ 5,715
People involved: 74
Volunteer hours: 159

Student: 390

Adult: 65

Professional: 20
Workshops/events: 15
Natives planted: 140

Sq. ft. treated by ecoroof or stormwater feature: 13,350

Teacher Kimberly Crowell and students from the Eco-Club planned and

constructed a 1,222 sq. ft. bioswale at Fernwood Middle School in north-
east Portland. CWSP provided funds for permits, site preparation, native
plants and bioswale materials.

JEAN's Urban Forest Farm Project

Project Site: 3639 Johnson Creek Boulevard
Watershed: Johnson Creek
CWSP funding: $ 3,000
Matching funding: $ 12,390
People involved: 224
Volunteer hours: 982

Student: 720

Adult: 52

Professional: 210
Workshops/events: 4
Natives planted: 200

Graduate students from Portland State University’s Portland
International Initiative for Ecology, Culture, and Learning (PIIECL)
teamed up with students from Sunnyside Environmental School and
members of SOLV to create a native plant nature area at JEAN’s
Urban Forest Farm. CWSP funding supported the restoration and
education project, including native plants, design assistance, and
educational materials.



Fox Chase Rainwater Harvesting Project

Project Site: 5417 NE 30th Avenue
Watershed: Columbia Slough
CWSP funding: $ 3,724
Matching funding: $ 2,896
People involved: 9
Volunteer hours: 51
Professional: 51
Workshops/events: 1
Locations with signs: 1
Media features: 2
Natives planted: 101
Sq. ft. treated by ecoroof or stormwater feature: 2,000

Itisness, a community art house in NE Portland, teamed up with Urban Water Works
and Ecoroofs Everywhere to educate community members about ecoroofs and rainwa-
ter harvesting. They also had several work parties to complete installation of the build-
ing’s new ecoroof. CWSP funds helped pay for plants and trellis materials for the eco-
roof and technical assistance.

Oaks Crossing Wetland Research and Rehabilitation

Project Site: 205 SE Spokane Street
Watershed: Willamette River
CWSP funding: $ 4,000
Matching funding: $ 8,831
People involved: 31
Volunteer hours: 385

Student: 225

Professional: 160
Workshops/events: 19
Number of outreach materials: 2
Number of media features: 1
Natives planted: 300
Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 1,000

Students from Cleveland High School conducted research and carried out a revegeta-
tion project at the Oaks Crossing Natural Area in southeast Portland. CWSP funding
supported native plants, educational material and monitoring equipment.



Lents Springwater Habitat Restoration Project

Project Site: Springwater Corridor, between SE Harney St and SE 111th
Watershed: Johnson Creek
CWSP funding: $ 4,698
Matching funding: $ 32,820
People involved: 435
Volunteer hours: 2268

Student: 400

Adult: 1,828

Professional: 40
Workshops/events: 9
Number of locations with signs: 1
Number of outreach materials: 5,000
Natives planted: 1,500

Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 49,000

Volunteer Ed Kerns continued restoration work along the Springwater
Corridor in Southeast Portland. Community partners included Portland
Parks and Recreation, Southeast Uplift, Northwest Service Academy,
Friends of Trees, ODOT, Alternative Community Services, Abundant Life
Church, Boy Scouts, Kelly School, Marshall High School and Lents
Neighborhood residents. Several businesses donated funds for the project,
including Foster Auto Parts, Freeway Land Company - Jamison Partners,
and PCC Structurals. The project focused on restoration by removing inva-
sive weeds and planting native plants. These efforts will enhance wildlife
habitat, improve water quality, decrease soil erosion, and contribute to
wildlife habitat connectivity while beautifying the Springwater Corridor.



Portland Community College Park Stewards - Sylvania Park Restoration

Project Site: SW 53rd Avenue and SW Coronado Street
Watershed: Fanno Creek
CWSP funding: $ 4,000
Matching funding: $ 33,136
People involved: 275
Volunteer hours: 1,303
Student: 22
Adult: 684
Professional: 597
Workshops/events: 7
Natives planted: 465
Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 12,529
Linear ft. of stream enhanced: 284

Biology teacher April Ann Fong continued her work with students and community
members at Sylvania Park, near the PCC Sylvania campus. Funding supported native
plants, bioswale materials and interpretive signage.

Prescott School Garden

Project Site: 10410 NE Prescott Street
Watershed: Columbia Slough
CWSP funding: $ 2,750
Matching funding: $ 3,754
People involved: 525
Volunteer hours: 23
Adult: 20
Professional: 3
Workshops/events: 6
Number of outreach materials: 6
Natives planted: 35
Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 700

The Prescott Garden Project at Prescott Elementary School in the Parkrose School
District used the garden as a tool for teaching students about the stewardship of
the earth. CWSP provided funding for continued curriculum development and
garden materials.
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St. Andrew’s Watershed Stewardship Project

Project Site: 806 NE Alberta Street
Watershed: Columbia Slough
CWSP funding: $ 5,000
Matching funding: $ 19,805
People involved: 33
Volunteer hours: 740

Student: 20

Adult: 668

Professional: 52
Workshops/events: 11
Sq. ft. treated by ecoroof or stormwater feature: 39,227
Downspouts disconnected: 24

Natives planted: 76

St. Andrew’s Catholic Church
began asphalt removal and
naturescaping with CWSP
funds in 2004. This year, they
continued the second phase of
their project, which includes the
addition of pervious paving,
downspout disconnection and
rainwater harvesting.



Reynolds - After School Environmentalists

Project Site: Catellus Pond (near Big Four Corners) and Reynolds Middle School
Watershed: Columbia Slough
CWSP funding: $ 2,075
Matching funding: $ 14,297
People involved: 214
Volunteer hours: 495
Student: 414
Adult: 6
Professional: 75
Workshops/events: 17
Natives planted: 160
Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 45
Linear ft. of stream enhanced: 100

Teacher Keelin Sanger at Reynolds Middle School established the After School
Environmentalists program. The program engages at-risk and new immigrant students in after
school activities that teach the value of a healthy watershed. Funding helped with transporta-
tion to the Catellus Pond (adjacent to the Big Four Corners area of the Columbia Slough),
where students removed invasive blackberry vines and English ivy, and removed a truck load
of garbage. CWSP funding also provided educational materials, mulch, and native plants.

Stephens Creek Nature Park Project

Project Location: Stephens Creek Nature Park
Watershed: Willamette River
CWSP funding: $ 2,800

The Friends of Stephens Creek introduced community members to the history of Stephens
Creek and provided education on the importance of wetlands. CWSP funding supported the
removal of invasive species and planting of plant natives along the creek, as well as water
quality testing and monitoring.



Trillium Trail Native Plant Project

Project Site: 11321 SW Terwilliger Boulevard
Watershed: Tryon Creek
CWSP funding: $ 5,000
Matching funding: $ 10,612
People involved: 124
Volunteer hours: 381
Student: 121
Adult: 260
Workshops/events: 5
Number of locations with signs: 50 small plant identification signs
Number of outreach materials: 250
Natives planted: 877
Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 43,560

Friends of Tryon Creek State Park established an all-abilities native plant
interpretive exhibit as a tool for watershed education. Funding also sup-
ported invasive plant removal, revegetation, and signage for each native
species planted.



Grant Grand Totals

CWSP funding: $50,895

Matching funding: $187,527

Total people involved: 2,169

Total volunteer hours: 8,732

Student volunteer hours: 2,782

Adult volunteer hours: 4,024

Professional volunteer hours: 2,242
Workshops/events: 104

Natives planted: 5,286

Square ft. riparian/upland area enhanced: 176,834
Linear ft. of stream enhanced: 584

Locations with signs: 52

Number of outreach materials: 5,277

Number of media features: 9

Sq. ft. treated by ecoroof or stormwater feature: 59,737
Downspouts disconnected: 27



Mini Grants

Gift certificates for native plants were awarded to help start or main-
tain projects beneficial to Portland watersheds. Some mini-grants were
awarded to previous CWSP grantees, allowing them to expand the
scope of their projects. Mini-grant funding totaled $2,600.

Fanno/Tryon Creek

Woods Memorial Park $400
Removed invasives and replanted with natives at
neighborhood park

Private landowner restoration $100
Removed invasives and replanted with natives at
streamside property

Private landowner restoration $100
Removed invasives and replanted with natives
Vermont Creek runs through property

Neighbors replanting street swale $100
Removal of invasives in street swale and replanting

Citizen-led restoration $100
Removed invasives and replanted with natives at streamside
apartment complex

Citizen-led erosion control $200
Stabilized streambank with natives

Bridlemile Creek Stewards $200
Restoration at Hamilton and Albert Kelly Park

Bridlemile Creek Stewards $200

Removed invasives and replanted with natives at Hamilton Park

Odyssey Montessori $100
Students removed invasives and replanted with natives

Willamette River

Project Sustain Urth at PSU $500
Eco-gathering space with permaculture garden on

PSU campus

Americorps CAP Project $200

Conservation hedgerow planting with Metro and
Friends of Trees

PSU Sustainability Office $400
Bioremediation using native plants at PSU community garden



Portland State University

The CWSP program continued its partnership with Portland State University
(PSU), offering an internship position for Lisa Libby of the Masters of Urban and
Regional Planning Program. Lisa acted as a liaison between BES and PSU, help-
ing to expand awareness and education of the value of watershed health. As part of

the internship she also coordinated the Community Watershed Stewardship Grants program.

Stewardship Activities
¢ Provided support for CWSP grantees and local watershed councils, and represented

Environmental Services at related events

* Provided technical and project assistance to local watershed councils, non-profit
organizations, schools, Friends groups, and neighborhood associations

* Represented Environmental Services at special events including the Buckman Elementary
School Art Fair and Earth Day at Sellwood Park

¢ Conducted outreach to the community and various organizations about the CWSP program

Neighborhoods and Watersheds Capstone

The School of Urban Studies and Planning provides this capstone course that explores the
connection of people to their surrounding watersheds. Capstones are designed to build
cooperative learning in communities by taking students out of the classroom and putting

them in the field.

In summer 2006, incoming Grant Coordinator Steve Shackman and participating PSU seniors
conducted a stormwater recycling design workshop for Learning Gardens Lab. Learning
Gardens Lab is a teaching farm in southeast Portland that helps children learn about farming
and healthy food choices. The capstone class created multiple designs that illustrated how
Learning Gardens Lab could use stormwater runoff from the greenhouses and other buildings
to irrigate crops and landscaping. Students presented their ideas at an open house to 40
community members.



Northwest Service Academy AmeriCorps

very year, Northwest Service Academy AmeriCorps partners with

Environmental Services to provide support for a variety of CWSP events and
program development. During 2005-2006, Americorps volunteers Lynette Shaw
and Matt Gallagher made these contributions to CWSP:

Stormwater Stewardship Coordinator - Lynette Shaw focused her work on
community education and involvement. Her accomplishments included:

* Art of Stormwater - Landscapes for Rain Art exhibit. Showed art exhibit highlighting
innovative stormwater landscapes at a variety of venues including our website. The exhibit
continues to move to new sites. This year the exhibit reached over 1300 people.

v City Hall First Thursday - exhibit debut - 310 attended
v’ Ecotrust Building lobby - 150 people
v’ 1900 Building lobby - 150 people
v City of Portland Building lobby - 150 people
v Columbia Slough Watershed Council Awards Dinner - 200 people
v Tualatin Riverkeepers Award Dinner - 70 people
v SW Watershed Open House (Multnomah Village) - 20 people
v Water and Spirit Event - 60 people
v Clean Water Services building - 100 people
v Water and Environmental Services building- 100 people
* Led 3 tours of stormwater facilities for 29 people

* Presentations at 8 events to over 705 people (such as garden gnome exhibit or innovative
stormwater information) at events such as the Mississippi Street Fair, Greener Homes and
Garden Fair, Trillium Festival, Metropolitan Learning Center, Expo Center Home and
Garden Show, and People’s Farmer’s Market.

¢ Helped 6 volunteers plant stormwater swale at the Metro Zoo

Stream Stewardship Coordinator - Matt Gallagher partnered with Portland Parks and
Recreation, City Nature to sponsor an Americorps member to support four Friends groups
throughout Portland: Friends of Vermont Creek (Fanno Creek), Friends of Woods Park (Fanno
Creek), Friends of Oaks Bottom (Willamette River), South Willamette Riparian Restoration
Team (Willamette River) and Friends of Elk Rock Island (Willamette River) to help address
streambank erosion, non-point source pollution from pets and transportation, and forest
canopy protection. Matt also supported projects at other streamside natural areas as listed.

Johnson Creek Watershed

¢ Springwater Corridor - supported citizen and community watershed stewardship grant
with a planting day to engage 47 volunteers installing 200 plants

¢ Powell Butte - helped ten students plant 100 plants



Fanno and Tryon Creek Watersheds

¢ Friends of Vermont Creek - support for friends group in Gabriel Park and with private
landowners to restore Vermont Creek

v Hosted 13 restoration events with 201 volunteers planting 575 native plants
in Gabriel Park

v Helped beaver-guard some trees on private property

v Helped write successful grant to provide technical assistance and restoration
outreach to homeowners along Vermont Creek

¢ Friends of Woods Park - support for friends group to realign trails to reduce erosion,
remove invasive plants and replant with natives particularly along Woods Creek. Hosted
20 restoration and trail events with 190 volunteers who planted 265 plants.

* Marshall Park and Foley Balmer Natural Areas - support to remove invasive plants. Hosted
five work parties with 111 participants planting 1,100 native plants

Willamette River Watershed

¢ Stephens Creek Nature Park - support for a community watershed grant project managed
by a student at Portland State University. Led four restoration events with 127 volunteers to
plant 205 native plants.

¢ South Willamette Riparian Restoration Team - support for DEQ employees, houseboat own-
ers and neighbors to restore mainstem Willamette riparian area. Hosted two work parties
for 15 volunteers to install 70 native plants.

¢ Friends of Elk Rock Island - support for citizens restoring Elk Rock Island (connected
to land via a peninsula during low water). One restoration event to remove ivy with
50 PGE volunteers.

¢ Friends of Oaks Bottom Wildlife Refuge - support for student groups and friends group
protecting wetland along the Willamette River and adjacent Oaks Crossing Park. Activities
included education, outreach event (Migratory Bird Day), restoration activities, distribution
of re-printed DVD “Riparian”, and regular articles in local newspaper.

v 830 students led on education tours
v Worked with 75 students to propagate 1,000 plants for restoration project next year
v Provided showing of “Riparian” for 50 attendees

v’ Worked with Parks staff to host 17 restoration events with 610 volunteers
planting 1965 plants






