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33.630.010 Purpose
The regulations of this chapter preserve trees and mitigate for the loss of trees to:
 Protect public health through the absorption of air pollutants and contamination;
 Provide buffering from noise, wind, and storms;
 Provide visual screening and summer cooling;
 Reduce urban heat island impacts;
 Maintain property values;
 Maintain wildlife habitat; and
 Maintain the beauty of the City and its natural heritage.
The preservation of trees on a land division site also will:
 Preserve trees when it is feasible to preserve trees and still meet the other
regulations of this Title;
 Reduce erosion, siltation, and flooding;
 Filter stormwater and reduce stormwater runoff;
 Stabilize slopes; and
 Retain options for property owners to preserve trees and vegetation at the time of
development.
33.630.020 Where These Regulations Apply
Unless exempted by Section 33.630.030, this chapter applies to land divisions in all zones
where:
A.

There is at least one significant tree on the site that is not in an Environmental
Overlay Zone; or

B.

There is at least one tree that is at least 6 inches in diameter on the site that is not
in an Environmental Overlay Zone.

33.630.030 Exempt From These Regulations
The following trees are exempt from the regulations of this chapter:
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A.

Trees that are listed as nuisance or prohibited on the Portland Plant List;

B.

Trees that pose an immediate danger to life and safety as determined by the City
Forester or an arborist;

C.

Trees that are dead, as determined by the City Forester or an arborist;

D.

Trees that are diseased in a manner that threatens their continued viability, or
represents a significant threat to the health of surrounding trees, as determined by
the City Forester or an arborist;

E.

Trees that are within 10 feet of an existing building that will remain on the site;

F.

Trees where the primary trunk is partially located in the right-of-way or on an
adjoining site that is not part of the land division site;

G.

Trees where the primary trunk is located partially within Environmental Zones are
instead subject to the regulations of Chapter 33.430, Environmental Zones; and

H.

Trees that are less than 6 inches in diameter, and not listed as a Significant Tree at
a smaller diameter than 6 inches in Table 630-1.

Table 630-1
Significant Trees
Common Name
All trees not listed in this table
except trees listed as nuisance or
prohibited on the Portland Plant
List
Big-leaf Maple
Bitter Cherry
Black Cottonwood
Black Hawthorn
Black Hawthorn
Cascara
Douglas Fir
Garry Oak
Grand Fir
Madrone
Oregon Ash
Pacific Yew
Ponderosa Pine
Red Alder
Scouler Willow
Western Flowering Dogwood
Western Hemlock
Western Red Cedar

Scientific Name

Diameter
more than 20
inches

Acer macrophyllum
Prunus emarginata
Populus balsamifera ssp. trichocarpa
Crataegus douglasii var. douglasii
Crataegus suksdorfii
Rhamnus purshiana
Pseudotsuga menziesii
Quercus garryana
Abies grandis
Arbutus menziesii
Fraxinus latifolia
Taxus brevifolia
Pinus ponderosa
Alnus rubra
Salix scouleriana
Cornus nuttallii
Tsuga heterophylla
Thuja plicata

18 inches
10 inches
18 inches
8 inches
8 inches
6 inches
18 inches
4 inches
10 inches
4 inches
10 inches
2 inches
8 inches
18 inches
6 inches
6 inches
10 inches
10 inches

33.630.100 Tree Preservation Standards
A.

Existing trees must be preserved. The total tree diameter on the site is the total
diameter of all trees on the site, minus the diameter of trees that are listed in
Section 33.630.030, Exempt From These Regulations. The applicant must choose
one of the following options. Significant trees are listed in Table 630-1:
1.

Option 1: Preserve at least 35 percent of the total tree diameter on the site;
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2.

Option 2: Preserve at least 50 percent of the significant trees on the site and
at least 30 percent of the total tree diameter on the site;

3.

Option 3: Preserve at least 75 percent of the significant trees on the site and
at least 25 percent of the total tree diameter on the site;

4.

Option 4: Preserve all of the significant trees on the site and at least 20
percent of the total tree diameter on the site; or

5.

Option 5: If the site is larger than one acre, preserve at least 35 percent of the
total tree canopy area on the site.

B.

Historic Landmark Trees. Historic Landmark Trees must be preserved. They may
be removed only if approved by the Historic Landmarks Commission.

C.

Heritage Trees. Heritage Trees are regulated by Chapter 20.40.150, Heritage Trees,
of the City Code.

D.

Calculations.
1.

2.

Tree diameter and significant trees. When calculating the amount of tree
diameter and the number of significant trees on the site, the applicant may
choose one of the following methods of measurement:
a.

Tree inventory. A tree inventory identifies all trees on the site, specifying
location, species, and diameter of each tree; or

b.

Statistical sampling. Statistical sampling may be used to estimate the
total tree diameter and total number of significant trees present.
Sampling must be carried out by a professional forester based on
standard methodologies.

Tree canopy. When calculating the amount of tree canopy on the site, the total
canopy area is based on the most recent aerial photograph available. If the
most recent aerial photograph available is more than 5 years old, the applicant
must provide a more recent photograph.

33.630.200 Tree Preservation Methods
Trees must be preserved either in a tract or by use of a tree preservation plan.
A.

Tree preservation tracts. The following standards apply to sites where trees will
be preserved in tracts:
1.

Tract boundary. The boundary of a tree preservation tract must be at least
five feet from the root protection zone of any trees to be protected within the
tract. Where the edge of the root protection zone is less than 5 feet from the
edge of the site, the tract boundary will be located along the edge of the site.
See Figure 630-1; and

2.

Construction fencing.
a.

A construction fence must be placed along the boundary of the tract or a
larger area;

b.

The location and material of the fence must be shown on the clearing and
grading plan;
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c.

The fence must be in place before clearing, grading, or construction starts
and remain in place until construction is complete; and

d.

The fence must be 6-foot high chain link and be secured to the ground
with 8-foot metal posts driven into the ground.
Figure 630-1
Boundary of Tree Preservation Tract

B.

Tree preservation plan. Trees that will be preserved on individual lots must be
permanently preserved through a tree preservation plan, as specified in Section
33.248.065, Tree Preservation Plans. Trees to be preserved must be healthy and
the tree, including the root protection zone, must be outside of areas proposed for
structures, services, and utilities. For the purposes of this chapter, the tree
preservation plan must be completed by an arborist or landscape architect.

33.630.300 Mitigation Option
As an alternative to meeting Section 33.630.100, approval of a mitigation plan may be
requested. The review body will approve the mitigation plan where the applicant has shown
that the applicant has met criteria A. and B. and one of the criteria in C., below:
A.

As many trees as possible are preserved; and

B.

The applicant has submitted a mitigation plan that adequately mitigates for the
loss of trees, and shows how the mitigation plan equally or better meets the
purpose of this chapter. Mitigation can include tree planting, preservation of
groups of smaller trees, eco-roof, porous paving, or pervious surface permanently
preserved in a tract.

C.

It is not possible under any reasonable scenario to meet Section 33.630.100 and
one of the following:
1.

Meet minimum density;

2.

Meet all service requirements of Chapters 33.651 through 33.654, including
connectivity;
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3.

Implement an adopted street plan;

4.

On sites 15,000 square feet or less in area, provide a practicable arrangement
of lots, tracts, and streets within the site that would allow for the division of
the site with enough room for a reasonable building site on each lot;

5.

In E and I zones, provide a practicable arrangement of lots, tracts, and streets
within the site that would allow for the division of the site with enough room
for a reasonable building site on each lot, considering the uses and
development allowed in the zone, or

6.

Preserve the trees within the environmental zones on site while providing a
practicable arrangement of building sites and disturbance area.

7.

Preserve trees within an easement that:
a.

Is held by a utility or service agency; and

b.

That was held by the utility or service agency before the application for
preliminary plan review of the land division was filed.

33.630.400 Modifications That Will Better Meet Tree Preservation Requirements
A.

Site-related development standards. The review body may consider adjustments
to site-related development standards as part of the land division review. These
modifications are done as part of the land division process and do not require an
adjustment. Adjustments to use-related development standards (such as FAR, or
number of units) are subject to the adjustment process of Chapter 33.805,
Adjustments. Modification to a regulation that contains the word “prohibited,” or a
regulation that is a qualifying situation or threshold is prohibited. In order to
approve the modification, the review body must find that the modification will
result in the application better meeting the requirements of Section 33.630.100,
and will, on balance, be consistent with the purpose of the regulation being
modified.

B.

Minimum Density.
1.

A reduction in minimum density may be approved as part of the land division
review. The reduction is done as part of the land division review and does not
require an adjustment.

2.

For land divisions of 2 to 10 lots, minimum density may be reduced by 1
dwelling unit. For land divisions of 11 to 20 lots, minimum density may be
reduced by 2 dwelling units. For land divisions of more than 20 lots,
minimum density may be reduced by 3 dwelling units. Reductions greater
than those listed in this paragraph are prohibited.

3.

The review body will approve the reduction in minimum density if they find
that the reduction will result in the proposal better meeting the requirements
of Section 33.630.l00.

4.

If the review body approves a reduction of minimum density, trees preserved
must be in a tree preservation tract.
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33.630.500 Tree Preservation Credit
Trees in a tree preservation tract that is outside of an environmental overlay zone may
count toward meeting the individual lot requirements of the T1 standard of section
33.248.020, Landscaping and Screening Standards.
33.630.600 Recording Tree Preservation Plans and Related Conditions
Tree preservation plans approved as part of the preliminary plan and related conditions of
approval must be recorded with the County Recorder. The documents must be approved by
BDS prior to recording.
33.630.700 Relationship To Other Tree Regulations
Other tree preservation regulations of this Title and other Titles may apply at the time of a
land division and at the time of development.
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