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©® Oaks Amusement Park Habitat Restoration
Oaks Amusement Park and Portland’s Environmental Services
(BES) are restoring about five acres of riparian area along the
Willamette riverbank. When the project began in 2005, about
half of the site was infested with Himalayan blackberry, English
ivy, butterfly bush, Scot’s broom, western clematis and reed
canarygrass. To date, the project partners have planted more
than 1,000 trees and 500 shrubs planted at this site. This project is
partially funded through a generous grant from the Oregon
Watershed Enhancement Board (OWEB).

® Oregon Yacht Club Habitat Restoration
Since 2001, the Oregon Yacht Club has worked with BES to
enhance and restore its private six-acre floodplain forest proper-
ty. Through a partnership with the BES Watershed Revegetation
Program, volunteers have removed invasive plants and replanted
native vegetation. The yacht club provides matching funds and
volunteer labor, and has developed a nature trail system on the
restored property.

® Oaks Bottom Fish Passage Project
This project is a multi-year effort by BES and Parks City Nature
(Parks) to reconnect Oaks Bottom with the Willamette River and
enhance wetland habitat for fish, birds, and amphibians. The
project will:

e Replace an existing culvert with a larger box culvert set at a
lower elevation to improve year-round water exchange with
the Willamette River and increase off-channel salmon habitat

e Enhance 15 acres of wetland habitat through shallow
grading and revegetation

The project partners are the City of Portland, Willamette
Riverkeeper, Verde Native Plant Nursery, the Oregon
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Portland Audubon, and
Urban Greenspaces Institute.

® Oaks Crossing-Sellwood Riverfront Park

Natural Area Revegetation

Parks coordinates the work of volunteers from Cleveland High
School, Reed College, and the Native American Youth Association
(NAYA) removing invasive, non-native plants and restoring native
vegetation. The project includes a demonstration planting of
native berry plants. This “Berry Patch” will enhance habitat for
birds and other wildlife, and be an educational site for learning
about native northwest fruit plants.

® Oaks Bottom Stewardship Program

Parks initiated this program to engage Portland Public School
(PPS) students, business groups and the community in long-term
restoration, revegetation and stewardship work throughout the
refuge. The long term refuge restoration plan serves as a guide
for all projects. Current stewardship work includes:

Fred Meyer Oak Patches - Fred Meyer Incorporated sponsors the
establishment and maintenance of several oak habitat gardens at
the north refuge entrance. Fred Meyer employees and Parks staff
established several plots of oak plant community shrubs, grasses
and wildflowers, and meet regularly to maintain and expand the
plantings.

Winterhaven Stewardship - Winterhaven Middle School staff and
students have established a unique relationship with the refuge
by integrating science curriculum benchmarks with ongoing envi-
ronmental research and stewardship activities. With help from
Parks staff, students plan, design and implement numerous
restoration projects within their three-acre plot near the junction
of the Bluff Trail and the Oaks Bottom Access Trail. All site work
is guided by the long term restoration plan for the refuge. See
www.winterhavenoutside.org for more information.

Oaks Bottom Trailside Revegetation - Parks is working with volun-
teer stewards from REI, Inc. and PPS to provide continuing care
for the Oaks Bottom Access Trail landscape, from the refuge
parking lot on Milwaukie Avenue to the junction with the
Springwater on the Willamette Trail. Work includes fence build-
ing and repair, native plantings and debris removal.

Amphibian Habitat Enhancement - In the north field of the refuge,
the design and construction of 1.2-acres of new wetlands by
Parks enhanced habitat for existing populations of red-legged
frogs, pacific chorus frogs, rough skinned newts and long toed
salamanders. Llewellyn Grade School, Winterhaven Middle School
and Reed College students and volunteers are planting the proj-
ect areas with native trees, shrubs and wetland rushes and
sedges. Students and staff from Portland State University and
Reed College are surveying and monitoring amphibian presence
and activities. An Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board grant
funded the project.

® Portland Wildfire Fuel Reduction Project
This multi-year project extends from the Ross Island Bridge south
to Sellwood Park. The project will remove invasive plants that act
as fuel and fire ladders on the wooded bluffs and the grasslands
at the base of the slopes. The project will focus on controlling
flammable non-native plants that pose a wildfire hazard and
interfere with the survival of native plants. This project will initi-
ate the long-term restoration of the grassland and mixed maple
and oak woodland habitats at Oaks Bottom. The work is funded
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency through the
Oregon Office of Emergency Management, and implemented
by staff from Parks, BES and Portland Fire and Rescue.





